Figurine of the goddess Isis and the child Horus (Harpocrates)
Temple of King Nectanebo Il, Northern Saqqara
Late Period (ca.750-300 BC)
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In the late 1960s, the Egypt Exploration Society mission to North Saqqara, Discoveries & (p1971-1903) el 0b » #lg B3l Byliw Jlods & LSl dmas dims Cardl
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temple to receive the blessing of these gods, hoping that their prayers
would be answered. Among these offerings were a large quantity of small
statues representing the goddess Isis breastfeeding her son, Horus, the child
(Harpocrates), a pose that symbolizes resurrection.Art historians believe
that this pose of Isis holding the child Horus on her lap was the source of
inspiration for Christian artists who depicted the Virgin Mary cradling the
infant Jesus.
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This statuette depicts Isis suckling her infant son Horus, who is shown with
a side-lock of hair, typical in ancient Egyptian representations of children.
The whole statue is covered by gold foil, reflecting the ancient Egyptian
belief that the bodies of the gods were made from gold.
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