Statuette of King Khufu

Kom El-Sultan, Abydos

Early 4*" Dynasty (2589-2566 BC) or 26* Dynasty (664-525 BC)
Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1902-1903 AD
lvory,H7.5cm,W 2.9 cm,D 2.6 cm

JE 36143 - SR 1/10504 and SR 7/19575

This unique statuette was found in Abydos in the excavations of the Egypt [:ISI:OVEe ries
Exploration Society, headed by Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie. It of the g?'pt
depicts King Khufu, the owner of the Great Pyramid of Giza.The statue’s Explot‘atlon
head was accidentally broken and separated from the body during Society

excavations, and it was only found after three weeks of careful sifting of the — mm——ruy

site’s sand by the excavation’s workers.

Petrie stated, about the figurine:“We see the energy, the commanding air,
the indomitable will, and the firm ability of the man who ... outdid all time
in the scale of his works” (Petrie 1903).

This ivory statuette is the first (and currently only) complete figure known
of Khufu. Stylistically, due to the way Khufu’s crown curls around and
under the ears, the statuette could be contemporary with Khufu’s lifetime,
although some scholars believe that it dates to around 2000 years after
his death — an imitation dating to the 26™ Dynasty. The king wears a short
kilt, the red crown of Lower Egypt, and sits on a throne bearing his name.
Despite its small size, the statuette projects an image of power that ranks
amongst some of the best from Pharaonic Egypt.

I. The Pyramids of Giza, burial place of Khufu (Charlotte Jordan).
Archive photographs of the statuette: 2. EES.AB-II.LNEG.192; 3. EES.AB-II.NEG.89.
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