Funerary Stela of Queen Meretneith

Cemetery Y, Umm al-Qaab, Abydos

I** Dynasty (ca.3000-2890 BC)

Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1900 AD
Limestone,H 154 cm,W 59 cm, D 20 cm

JE 34550 - SR 2/3217

Queen Meretneith may have been the first known female ruler in Egyptian
history, living around 2900 BC.This impressive limestone stela was found
in her tomb at the Umm el-Qaab cemetery in Abydos. By the time
Meretneith’s tomb was built, the cemetery had already been used as the
royal burial ground for hundreds of years.VWWhen her tomb was excavated
in 1900 by the Egypt Exploration Society, workers found this stela bearing
only the name of Meretneith. Despite lacking the hawk-mounted framing
called a serekh — typical of a male ruler — there was a belief that Meretneith
was a king. But due to the t-sign, this is a name for a queen. Her name

translates to ‘beloved of the goddess Neith’ and is written with a hieroglyph

depicting crossed arrows, the emblem of the goddess Neith, and the pick/
hoe sign, meaning ‘love’.

Judging by the wealth of objects associated with her tomb, and the
association with nearby kingly enclosures, Meretneith was a very important
person. Recent excavations at Saqqara have revealed another tomb, likely
also belonging to Meretneith; many of its objects are identical to those at
Abydos, one of which bears her name in a serekh.

I. A fragment of a stone vase inscribed with the name of Meretneith
(EES.AB-RT.NEG.1.014).
2. The stela of Meretneith against the excavation house wall (EES.AB-RT.NEG.1.001).
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