Unfinished head of Queen Nefertiti

House 047.20,Akhet-Aten (Amarna)

Amarna Period (ca. 1333-1350 BC), New Kingdom
Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1932-1933 AD
Brown quartzite and paint, H 36 cm,W || cm,D |7 cm
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This unfinished quartzite statue head of Queen Nefertiti is a masterpiece of Discoveries
the Amarna Period.The ink marks are still visible as guiding lines for carving of the Eg?'pt
the statue, and a part of the left-hand side of the face is still rough.The head Explot‘atlon
is carved to allow the placement of a headdress and the insertion into the Society
body of a statue, both of which would have been made of a different stone.

Ruth Waddington (1978-1905) found this unfinished head by chance, who
was working for the Egypt Exploration Society. On 2| December 1932,
Ruth literally stumbled over a mudbrick on the surface of Amarna. Beneath
it, she discovered a fragment of a plaster head depicting a member of the
Amarna royal family.

During the next three weeks this area was excavated, revealing a large
workshop complex, within which were many pieces of sculpture depicting
the royal family, including this unfinished head of Nefertiti. Not long after
the death of King Akhenaten, the city was abandoned, including its many
workshops where fantastic finds, such as this piece, were left buried for

over 3000 years. Zeinab Mohamed s

I. The city of Akhetaten today on the Nile east bank in Middle Egypt (Amarna Project).
2.Archive record of the discovery of the unfinished head (EES.TA.OC.33.205-32).
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