Statue of King Senwosret Il

Temple of Mentuhotep Il, Deir el-Bahari,Western Thebes (Luxor)
12t Dynasty (ca. 1870-1831 BC), Middle Kingdom

Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1905 AD
Granodiorite, H 122 cm,W 58 cm, D 50 cm
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The temple of King Mentuhotep Il in Deir el-Bahari, which dates back to
the | 1™ Dynasty, was excavated by a team from the Egypt Exploration .
Society led by Egyptologist Edouard Naville (1844-1926 AD). It included Exploratlon
included six granodiorite statues of King Senwosret lll, from the 2% Society
Dynasty, which may have been placed in a row around the courtyard of this
temple.When discovered, the statues appeared to be deliberately broken
at the knees and lower body. Only four of these six statues had their heads
preserved, none with a nose. Unfortunately, these broken off parts were
never found and the reason for the damage remains unclear.

The face of this king is one of the most recognizable among all ancient
Egyptian royals; his dramatic expression perhaps suggests his royal burden.
The king is shown with heavy-lidded eyes surrounded by strongly marked
wrinkles, perhaps implying weariness or age.These facial features were
uncommon on statues of earlier Egyptian kings, who were usually portrayed
youthful and strong. This stylistic change is often interpreted as reflecting
the role of the ‘good shepherd’ mentioned in contemporary literature,
humble and burdened. However, the king’s body remains fit and vigorous. Noha Mahran

I. The Temples of Mentuhotep Il (left) and Hatshepsut (right) at Deir el-Bahari today
(Diego Delso).
2. Statue of Senwosret lll at the Deir el-Bahari dig house, shortly after discovery
(EES.DB.NEG.05-06.218).
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