Buchis bull Stela

Bucheum, Hermonthis (Armant)

Reign of PtolemyV (181 BC), Ptolemaic Period
Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1929 AD
Painted and gilded sandstone,H 72 cm,W 50 cm
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In 1929, the Egypt Exploration Society team Ie.d by Sir Robert Mond of the Egypt ele § porgd) (p1938-1867) Wige Oipg) pudl 80U pae BLISTL] dimaz (§2,8 aiS)
(1867-1938) discovered the Bucheum, the burial place for the sacred / Y Ble - S il ‘ AL 1ol ) i S eid] AL 1929
Buchis bulls. These bulls were considered a divine manifestation of the Exploratlon “ Ble e ke O 6 9 (o9 u“ sl o3 C"""“‘igd. GV OBR] <

god, Montu, whose cult centre was at the ancient Hermonthis.When the Society diddg dhaves e OB Helll e Oge dsy (dgudll pugiigens) Cuimyl § el dgu2bl gige
Buchis bull died, it was mummified and buried, and the next bull was chosen dole Oopatul WBs iy usyg dle § (uoaddly diowtl JWI Hedl slas) oid psussdl &
and venerated, both in life and death.The Buchis bull cult continued for ooladl pasll § Wgass dlsh 8id) pusss 55l

hundreds of years, most popular during the Ptolemaic Period.
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Discovered within the Bucheum alongside the colossal stone sarcophagi for
the mummified bulls were votive offerings, including stone stelae. This stela
states that the Buchis bull died during the 25% year of the reign of Ptolemy
V and Cleopatra |, 181 BC.The venerated bull is gilded and depicted
wearing a crown. The God Montu, as a falcon, is depicted flying above the
bull’s back. PtolemyV is presenting offerings to the bull. By worshipping

the bull, PtolemyV associated himself with the strength and power of the
Buchis bull.
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| Stone sarcophagus for a Buchis bull with a different stela, offering slab, and other (EES.ARM.NEG.0133).
objects (EES.ARM.NEG.0133). @bl Casably &olsedl Olsbskl doB & a3y 05 puasss st datoek) LEJS .2
2. The remains of a mummified Buchis bull which can be seen in the Egyptian Museum (EES.ARM.NEG.0642).
(EES.ARM.NEG.0642).




