Papyrus contract for the Apion family

Oxyrhynchus (al-Bahnasa)

24 May 583 AD

Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1897 AD
Papyrus and pigment,L 91 cm,W 33 cm

JE 95661 - CG 10103 - SR 4/560 - P.Oxy.1 136

SOCIETY

DUNDED IN 1882

At the site of Oxyrhynchus, the Egypt Exploration Society’s Graeco-Roman Discoveries
Branch excavated several large mounds — the rubbish heaps of the people of the Eg.ypt
that lived there in the first millennium AD.Within these rubbish mounds, Exploratlon
the excavators discovered thousands of papyrus fragments inscribed, Society

usually in Greek, with contracts, letters, verses of the Bible, and even
Greek literary masterpieces. Some of these fragments are long and contain
complete texts.

Here we have a well-preserved sheet of papyrus, published as POxy. | 136,
which represents one of the contracts from Oxyrhynchus detailing the
business of a wealthy landowner named Flavius Apion and his family. This
contract includes the date written as the 24™ May 583 AD, and was written
in Greek, the common language used at the site during this period.The
contract is written between the heirs of Flavius Apion and the overseer of
a farm named Serenus and Serenus’ guarantor Victor. It includes a clause
which intended to counteract a newly established regulation regarding
guarantors in land management.
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| Bernard Grenfell (1869-1926) and Arthur Hunt (1871-1934) in front of their tent
during their excavations for the EES (EES.GR.NEG.053).

Archival photograph of the excavations of the rubbish mounds at Oxyrhynchus
2.EES.GR.NEG.203; 3.EES.GR.NEG.207.
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